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with the Mem mountain standing as an obstruction?"
Here is the answer. A conical mountain with a diam-
eter of 32 thousand yojanas at the top cannot have a
diameter of 16 thousand yojanas at the base above the
earth, the true base point being 16 thousand yojanas
underneath the earth. The diameter at the surface base
is 5 thousand yojanas, not 16 thousand. Here is a de-
scription of the shape of the Meru mountain given by

Sri Vadirajasvami in his 'Bhugolavarnanam9:

The golden mountain is thin at the base ^and
goes on becoming wider and wider gradually; it is
quite broad at the top. This mountain resembles the
unmatfa flower. Apart from this aspect, excepting
Bharata Khanda, the Karma bhumi all the other ter-
restrial regions, meant for enjoyment only, are made of
finer material elements. Among these, the Meru moun-
tain is the most wonderful. Although it is made of gold
and presents four different colours in four different di-
rections, it is still transparent like glass. In the 34th
Chapter of the Vayu Purana, in stanza 37, it is said-
The materials of the Meru mountain, including lakes
and such other features, are invisible. Therefore, the
mountain does not obstruct the sun or the moon from
view; it is invisible to the human eye.

The Sun's Chariot:

/ _
The Puranas describe that Sri Surya Narayana
goes round upon the Kalacakra sitting in a Chariot
having one wheel and drawn by seven horses of seven
colours named after the Vedic metres such as Gayatri.
At first sight this description looks to be metaphori-
cal and we are prone to think that there is no chariot
or horse or driver in reality. We are aware of descrip-
tions comparing the human body to a chariot with the
sense organs and motor organs as horses, the mind as
the reins, the individual soul as the driver with half--
grown limbs like Aruna, Sri MukhyaprSna as the truly
able driver and the Supreme God as the Master in the